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An emergency coronavirus �eld hospital is reopening on Staten Island, a grim reminder of how 

bad things once were and just how bad they can get. 

Gov. Cuomo issued a dire warning Monday, reminding New Yorkers about the horrors COVID-19 

wrought on the Empire State just a few short months ago, as he announced new restrictions for 

parts of the city and upstate. 

“It took a lot of effort and a lot of pain to get to this point. How quickly can we forget what we just 

went through several months ago,” the governor said during a brie�ng in Manhattan. 

Ahead of Thanksgiving and the start of the holiday season, Cuomo warned against a return to the 

darkest days of the pandemic when hospitals were near capacity and morgues over�owing with 

the dead. 
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SEE MORE of Clinton tarmac meeting dead from 
apparent suicide at 45 

Lori Vallow committed to mental health 
facility as murder trial put on hold 

Mom, 7-year-old daughter found dead 
in Connecticut murder-suicide 
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“It’s time for a reality check,” he said. “These are dangerous times for us.” 

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (Darren McGee/AP) 

The South Shore of Staten Island is being designated as an “orange zone,” meaning no indoor 

dining, public and private schools must shutter, and non-essential businesses like barbers and 

salons must close. 

State of�cials also announced an emergency �eld hospital will reopen as concerns about hospital 

capacity on the island rise. 

“Staten Island is a problem,” Cuomo said. “The number of hospitalizations on Staten Island over 

the past three weeks have basically tripled.” 

Upper Manhattan was also put on notice, joining parts of the Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens as a 

“yellow zone,” the least restrictive of the state’s microcluster strategy to target areas with rising 

infections. 

A commuter wears a face mask as he rides the Staten Island Ferry, Tuesday, Nov. 10, in New York. (Mary Altaffer/AP) 

The Big Apple has been bracing for a return to citywide restrictions since last week when schools 

closed for in-person learning and both Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio indicated it’s only a matter of 

time before the �ve boroughs see an end to indoor dining and other activities. 
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R. Kelly denied bail in Brooklyn Federal 
Court as lawyers bicker 

Bombarding rainfall turns NYC subway 
stations, highways into gushing 
waterways 

Catie Loane, Australian farmer who 
became TikTok star, dies at 19 
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The state recorded 5,906 new coronavirus cases on Sunday for a 3.08% positivity rate. 

Hospitalizations are currently at 2,724, a number that the governor said has jumped 120% in just 

three weeks. 

Cuomo repeatedly warned that New York will have more than 6,000 people in hospitals being 

treated for COVID-19 within three weeks on the current trajectory — and that’s not factoring in 

holiday gatherings. 

At least 33 New Yorkers died of COVID-19 on Sunday, he said. 

The governor pleaded with New Yorkers to take his pre-holiday warnings seriously and not to fall 

victim to “COVID fatigue.” 

“This can not be a normal Thanksgiving,” he said. “The cases are already on the increase and we 

are coming into the high social season (with) Thanksgiving and Christmas. ...This is a toxic 

cocktail.” 

A canvasser, right, hands out free face masks at the ferry terminal, Tuesday, Nov. 10, in the Staten Island borough of New York. New 
York City officials are raising awareness and its efforts in stemming a rise in COVID-19 on Staten Island. (Mary Altaffer/AP) 

Along with his trademark harsh warnings, the governor suggested that New Yorkers should turn 

Thanksgiving into the “most profound” statement about how society made it through the 

pandemic — by skipping large gatherings and being thankful for how far we’ve come since the 

pandemic began. 

He decried television ads portraying people enjoying typical Thanksgiving meals with families 

eating and drinking and socializing as if everything were normal. 

“This Thanksgiving is better than that,” Cuomo said. “It’s more spiritual than that. It’s more 

profound. It’s about life and death.” 

Cuomo warned New Yorkers to remember what the metro area underwent in the siren-�lled 

deadly days of the pandemic. 

In an emotional speech, the governor, who was awarded an Emmy earlier in the day for his daily 

televised COVID-19 brie�ngs, reminded New Yorkers to honor the sacri�ces made by essential 

workers who risked their lives and name-checked transit workers, nurses and grocery store clerks 

who kept the city and state running. 

“How quickly can we forget what we went through?” he asked. “If we’re not careful, we’re going 

back there.” 



             

               

          

       

              

       

             

              

        

               

        

               
  

Refrigerated morgue trailers believed to be holding the bodies of people who died of COVID-19 are seen at South Brooklyn Marine 
Terminal on November 23, in New York City. According to recent reports, it is estimated that about 650 bodies are being stored in 
the trailers at a temporary emergency morgue that was set up in April until funeral homes or crematories can accept them. Many 
early COVID-19 victims that are being stored are from families who can’t be located or are not able to afford a burial. (Spencer 
Platt/Getty Images) 

He recalled walking through the �eld hospital at the Javits Convention Center in midtown 

Manhattan �lled with 4,000 medical cots awaiting a surge of COVID patients, and the grim death 

roll that peaked at 799 deaths a day in early April. 

“Why don’t we think of them?” Cuomo asked. 

Breaking News Newsletter 
As it happens 

Get updates on the coronavirus pandemic and other news as it happens with our free breaking 

news email alerts. 

ENTER YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 

In a personal aside, the governor spoke of the decision of his daughter, Mariah, to skip 

Thanksgiving and stay in Chicago for the holiday. 

RELATED GALLERY 

(BRUCE BENNETT/Getty Images) 
1 / 140 

Coronavirus in New York: The state continues to face the impact from the pandemic 

He recalled her frustration and pain at skipping the traditional family gathering. He recounted 

their painful conversation, which he said re�ected tough choices made by millions of New Yorkers 

ahead of Turkey Day and the holiday season to come. 

“Thank you Mariah for putting me ahead of yourself,” Cuomo said. “Mariah loves me so much she 

is not coming to be with me for Thanksgiving.” 



            

             

       

             

     

          

 

                
                   

        

 

                
          

 

  

              

  

          
    

 

Despite urging others to not travel, the governor suggested during an afternoon radio interview 

with WAMC that he would have his 89-year-old mother Matilda along with his two other 

daughters over for a turkey dinner on Thursday. 

Senior Cuomo adviser Rich Azzopardi later said that the governor’s plans changed and that 

Cuomo will work through the holiday. 

MOST READ 

R. Kelly denied bail in Brooklyn Federal Court as lawyers bicker 

Bombarding rainfall turns NYC subway stations, highways into gushing waterways 

Catie Loane, Australian farmer who became TikTok star, dies at 19 

“Don’t tell his mom -- she doesn’t know yet,” Azzopardi added. 
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5 Signs Your Doctor Is a Hidradenitis Suppurativa Expert 
SELF | SPONSORED 

If Your Dog Eats Dry Food (Most Dog Owners Don't Know This) 
ULTIMATE PET NU TR ITION | SPONSORED 

Find a Small Business Card That’s Great For Entrepreneurs 
NERDWALLET | SPONSORED 

A Kilimanjaro Discovery Has Proved This About The Bible 

Credit Cards You Should Not Ignore If You Own A Business 
ATLANTIC MIRROR | SPONSOREDNERDWALLET | SPONSORED 

NY DAILY NEWS 

Trump lashes out at ‘spineless’ former A.G. Bill Barr for calling out election lies 

NY DAILY NEWS 

Woody Johnson punts on question about Donald Trump’s false election claims 
DAVE GOLDINERDJ BIEN-AIME II 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Why do whites oppose the NFL protests? 

40 Mandela E�ect Examples That Will Blow Your Mind - What Is the Mandela E�ect? 

POPULA R MECHA NI C S | SPONSORED 

Murphy Beds For Cheap 

M URPHY BEDS | SEARCH ADS | SPONSORED 

What Exactly is Scalp Psoriasis? See the Signs 
PSORIASIS | SEA RCH AD S | SPONSORED 

Virginia Launches No out of Pocket Cost Solar Program 

New Senior Apartments Coming to Alexandria (Take A Look at The Prices) 
SUNNYSIDE SAVINGS SOLAR QUOTES | SPONSOREDSENIOR LIVING | SEARCH ADS | SPONSORED 

NY DAILY NEWS 

Joy Behar follows Meghan McCain statement by charging ‘some people’ are ‘inconsistent’ with the… 

NY DAILY NEWS 

SEE IT: Joy Behar looks unamused as Meghan McCain announces ‘View’ departure, but promises … 
BRIAN NIEMIETZJAMI GANZ 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

The Obamas' new Martha's Vineyard mansion 

Ron Paul’s New Warning For Every American 

STANSBER RY RE SEARCH | SPONSORED 

A Regular Mistake When Cars Are Driven Under 50 Miles a Day 

A UT O IN SURAN CEQUOTES101 | SPONSORED 

Research The Best Alaska Cruise Ship 

Y AHOO SEARCH | SPONSORED 

The Home Workout Machine People Are Raving About Is Now On Sale 

Not Sure What Laptop To Get? No Worries. Here's The Top Ones! 
MAXICLIMBER | SPONSOREDLAPTOPS | SEARCH ADS | SPONSORED 

NY DAILY NEWS 

NYC judge dismisses Steve Bannon from We Build the Wall case, but notes that President Trump’s par… 

NY DAILY NEWS 

‘Crazy s--t’: White House lawyer says Trump told him to mislead Mueller despite likely criminality 
STEPHEN REX BROWNCHRIS SOMMERFELDT 
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