14-1382 AMERICOLD REALTY TRUST V. CONAGRA FOODS. INC.
DECISION BELOW: 776 F.3d 1175

LOWER COURT CASE NUMBER: 13-3277
QUESTION PRESENTED:

Petitioners Americold Logistics, LLC and Americold Realty Trust - a corporation
and real estate investment trust, respectively - removed a case from Kansas state court
to the United States District Court for the District of Kansas, asserting the parties were
diverse. No party challenged the removal, and the District Court ruled on the merits of
that litigation without addressing any issue relating to diversity jurisdiction. Likewise,
neither party raised any jurisdictional challenge on appeal to the Tenth Circuit Court of
Appeals.

The Tenth Circuit, however, sua sponte queried whether there was full diversity
of citizenship among the parties. In particular, the judges challenged whether the
citizenship of Americold Realty Trust, a business trust, should be determined by
reference to its trustees' citizenship, or instead by reference to some broader set of
factors. This issue has deeply split courts across the country. Joining the minority of
courts, the Tenth Circuit held the jurisdictional inquiry extends, at a minimum, to the
citizenship of a trust's beneficiaries in addition to its trustees' citizenship. In this case,
doing so destroyed diversity of citizenship among the parties.

The question presented by this petition is: Whether the Tenth Circuit wrongly
deepened a pervasive circuit split among the federal circuits regarding whether the
citizenship of a trust for purposes of diversity jurisdiction is based on the citizenship of
the controlling trustees, the trust beneficiaries, or some combination of both.
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