
The Justices’ Caseload
The Court’s caseload has increased steadily to a current total of more than 7,000 cases

on the docket per Term.  The increase has been rapid in recent years.  In 1960, only 2,313
cases were on the docket, and in 1945, only 1,460.  Plenary review, with oral arguments by
attorneys, is granted in about 100 cases per Term.  Formal written opinions are delivered in
80–90 cases.  Approximately 50–60 additional cases are disposed of without granting
plenary review.  The publication of a Term’s written opinions, including concurring opin-
ions, dissenting opinions, and orders, approaches 5,000 pages.  Some opinions are revised a
dozen or more times before they are announced.

[The foregoing was taken from a booklet prepared by the Supreme Court of the United States,
and published with funding from the Supreme Court Historical Society.]


